Myocardial oxygen supply in coronary artery disease.
In patients with coronary artery disease investigated during cardiac catheterisation, myocardial blood flow and myocardial oxygen consumption were significantly decreased as compared to control patients without signs of coronary artery disease. At the same time left ventricular function was impaired. In addition to regional contraction abnormalities observed in 77% of the patients, mean heart index and mean left ventricular work were diminished and mean enddiastolic pressure elevated. Among the coronary artery disease group, patients with normal blood pressure had a significantly higher left ventricular enddiastolic pressure than patients with hypertension.